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KAREN ASHIKEH LAMANTIA/SECOND LETTER 

P-5-1 
Explosive gases, such as methane, typically require a confined or semi-confined environment in 
which to accumulate to the extent that explosivity is a possibility. The proposed Sports Park will 
allow for the dissipation of on site gases that are a by-product of the operating oil wells. 
 
Section 4.13 of the Draft EIR states that a methane assessment will be conducted after 30 days have 
elapsed since rough grading has been completed. The intent of the methane assessment is to 
adequately identify gas conditions across the site at proposed hardscape and building footprint areas 
in order to determine whether there is a risk of methane accumulation. Based on the results of the 
methane assessment, methane mitigation may be necessary as documented in the Draft EIR. 
 
P-5-2 
Mitigation Measure 4.13.11 within Section 4.13 of the Draft EIR states that prior to the issuance of 
grading permits, the City or its contractor will prepare a fire safety study of all the operating oil wells, 
proposed building setbacks, and site design to the satisfaction of the Fire Chief and Building Official. 
The purpose of the study is to determine the base level of protection that the California Fire Code 
provides and recommend alternative safety measures. The alternative safety measures will provide 
nonconforming distance requirements with an equal or greater level of safety as prescribed by the 
Code. The safety measures are listed within Mitigation Measure 4.13.11 in Section 4.13 of the Draft 
EIR, pages 4.13-39 and 4.13-40. 
 
P-5-3 
There is no Section 4.13.9 within Section 4.13 of the Draft EIR. There is, however, a Mitigation 
Measure 4.13.9 specific to safety shutdown devices for active oil wells. 
 
Section 4.13 of the Draft EIR states that a Soil Management Plan will be prepared and approved by 
the LARWQCB prior to the commencement of demolition and grading activities on site. The purpose 
of the Soil Management Plan is to provide direction in the event that discolored or odiferous soil is 
discovered. 
 
The term “unknown toxic materials and pipelines” as used in this comment is a misapplication of the 
term “toxic.” A material is identified as toxic after sampling and analysis. It is possible that 
discolored or odiferous soils may be uncovered or discovered during the demolition and grading 
activities to be conducted on site. The LARWQCB-approved Soil Management Plan will address the 
specific steps to follow in the event that such soils are discovered. 
 
Additionally, Section 4.13 of the Draft EIR addresses a similar misuse of the term at the public 
scoping meeting on page 4.13-32. Moreover, the historic use of the project site was as an oilfield. The 
numerous investigations that have been conducted on site resulted in the collection and analysis of 
over 867 soil samples and over 112 soil vapor samples. The chemicals detected in site soils and soil 
vapor are indicative of oil field uses. Total petroleum hydrocarbon constituents associated with 
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oilfield activities are typically heavy-end hydrocarbons or crude oil. The health risk associated with 
crude oil is much smaller than the risk at sites impacted by refined oil products. 
 
Furthermore, crude oil is considered a designated waste, not a hazardous waste, under current 
California regulations. Therefore, the Draft EIR appropriately characterizes the existing site 
conditions and potential risks, and no change to the Draft EIR is warranted. 
 
P-5-4 
Section 4.13 of the Draft EIR states that a Soil Management Plan will be prepared and approved by 
the LARWQCB prior to the commencement of demolition and grading activities on site. The purpose 
of the Soil Management Plan is to provide direction in the event that discolored or odiferous soil is 
discovered. Pipes and pipelines discovered during site grading activities in addition to unused pipes 
and pipelines uncovered during grading activities will be handled in accordance with the applicable 
federal, State, and local regulations and will be removed from the site. 
 
P-5-5 
Please see Responses to Comments P-5-1 and P-5-4. 
 
P-5-6 
Section 4.13 of the Draft EIR states that the project plans and documentation will be submitted to the 
City Building Official and the City of Long Beach Fire Department for review and approval. See 
Mitigation Measures 4.13.9 through 4.13.11. 




